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mercy • 


first -degree murder 2 a : a blessing thai is an act of divine favor or 
compassion b : a fortunate circumstance <it was a ~~ they found her 
before she froze > 3 : compassionate treatment of those in distr ess 
< works of ~~ among the poor> — mercy adj — at the mercy of 
: wholly in the power of : with no way to protect oneself against 
svn mercy, charity. CLEMENCY, grace, LENIENCY mean a disposi- 
tion to show kindness or compassion, mercy implies compassion that 
forbears punishing even when justice demands it < threw himself on 
the mercy of the court>. CHARITY stresses benevolence and goodwill 
shown in broad understanding and tolerance of others <show a little 
charity for the less fortunate >. clemency implies a mild or merciful 
disposition in one having the power or duty of punishing <the judge 
refused to show clemency}, oracb implies a benign attitude and a 
willingness to grant favors or make concessions <by the grace of 
God>. LENIENCY implies lack of seventy in punishing <cnticized the 
courts for excessive leniency). 
owrcy killing n (1935) : euthanasia 

merde \*merd, *mard\ n [F. fr. OF, fr. L merda; pern- akin to Uth 
smirdeti to stink] (1920) sometimes vulgar : *craP la, 2 

'mere \»mir\ n [ME, fr. OE — more at marine] (bef. 12c) chiefly Bra 
: an expanse of standing water : LAKE, POOL . „ m 

»mSeT[ME, fr. OE mMre; akin to ON landartum borderiandl (bef. 

12c) : BOUNDARY; also : LANDMARK ^ ^_ 

*mere \*mir\ adj, superlative mer«est (ME, fr. L merus; akin to OE ame- 
rian to purify and perh. to Gk marmatrein to sparkle — more at MORN] 
(1536) 1 : having no admixture : PURE 2 obs : being nothing less tha n 
: absolute 3 : being nothing more than <a mortal) — mere*ty 
adv 

-mere n comb form [F -mere, fr. Gk meros part — more at MBRTTl : part 
: segment <metamere> __ . . _ , 

me^w \ma-*ren-G)ga\ n [AmcrSp merengue & Haitian Creole 
merbme} (1936) : a ballroom dance of Haitian and Dominican origin 
in which one foot is dragged on every step; also : the music for a me- 

^erSttMow Vner-o-tri-shasS adj (L meretricius, fr. meretnc-. mere- 
trix prostitute, fr. merere to earn — more at merit] (ca. 1626) 1 : of or 
relating to a prostitute : having the nature of prostitution <~ relation- 
shio> 2 a : tawdrily and falsely attractive < the paradise they found was 
a piece of ~~ trash —Carolyn See> b : superficially significant : ^PRE- 
TENTIOUS <scholarly names to provide fig-leaves of respectability for 

— but stylish books — Times Lit. Supp. > syn see oaudy 

cioos4y adv — tner«e*tri«cloas*ness n 
mer«gsuv«er \( t )m3r- t gan(t)-sar\ n 
[NL, fr. L mergus. a waterfowl (fr. 
merger*) + anser goose — more at 
ooosb] (1752) : any of various fish- 
eating diving ducks (esp. genus Mer- 
gus) with a slender bill hooked at the 
end and serrated along the margins 
and usu. a crested head 


Vm9Ti\ vb merged; merg* 
ergere; akin to Skt majjati 



merganser 


dives] vr (1636) 1 archaic : to plunge 
or engulf in something : immerse 2 
• to cause to combine, unite, or coalesce 3 : to blend gradually by 
stages that blur distinctions ' vi 1 : to become combined into one 2 
: to blend or come together without abrupt change (merging traffic) 
syn see mdc — meroence Vmar-j»n(t)s\ n ■ 
mercer Vmar-jar\ « [merge ♦ -er (as in waiver)} (1728) 1 law. the ab- 
sorption of an estate, a contract, or an interest in another, of a minor 
offense in a greater, or of an obligation into a judgment 2 a : the act 
or process of merging b : absorption by a corporation of one or more 
others; also : any of various methods of combining two or more organi- 
zations (as business concerns) 

me-rid-Lan Xma-'ri-de-anN n [ME, fr. MF mendten,jT. meruHen of noon, 
fr. L meridianus, it. meridies noon, south, irreg. fr. meatus mid + dies 
day — more at MID, DEITY] (14c) 1 archaic : the hour of noon : MID- 
DAY 2 : a great circle of the celestial sphere passing through its poles 
and the zenith of a given place 3 : a high point 4i(l):a great circle 
on the surface of the earth passing through the poles (2) : the half of 
such a circle included between the poles b : a representation of such a 
circle or half circle numbered for longitude on a map or globe — see 

gSSZSE^^ fr. MF meridionel, fr IX me- 

ridionahs. fr. L meridies} (14c) 1 : of. relating to, or situated in the 
south : SOUTHERN 2 : of. relating to, or characteristic of people living 
in the south esp. of France 3 : of . relating to. or situated on or along a 
meridian — me.rt<M«©-oal»ry \-o»l-e\ adv 

Hneridftooal n (1591) : a native or inhabitant of southern Europe and 

«Srli^ e W^Tn (Fl (1706) t : a dessert topping baked from a 
mixture of stiffly beaten egg whites and sugar 2 : a shell made of me- 
ringue and filled with fruit or ice cream 

ine-rCno Xma-WOndX n, pi -aoa [So] (1810) 1 : any of a breed of fine- 
wooled white sheep originating in Spain and producing a heavy fleece 
of exceptional quality 2 : a soft wool or wool and cotton clothing fab- 
ric resembling cashmere 3 : a fine wool and cotton yarn used for ho- 
siery and knitwear — merino adj . 

nnerism n comb form (ISV, fr. Gk meros part , — more at MERIT] :, pos- 
session of (such) an arrangement of or relation among constituent 
chemical units <tautomertjm> . . . ,, . . 

merMem \«mer-a- l stem\ n [Gk meristos divided (fr. meraein to divide, 
TmSS3v V E -em (as in system)} (1874) : a formative plant tissue usu. 
made up of small cells capable of dividing indefinitely and giving rise I to 
similar cells or to cells that differentiate to produce the defmitivetis- 
sues and organs — mer-i. ste- mat- Ic \rfner-as-ta-*ma-tik\ adj — mer»l- 


.l-calty \-ti-k(a-)leV adv 
ic Njna-'ris-tikX adj [Gk meristos} (1894) 


me^ns-ac un^ m-^^ «w x ...... 1 : SEGMENTAL 2 : in- 

volving modification in number or in geometrical relation of body 
parts variation inpetals> ■ — mcris-ti^al-ty \-ti-k(p-)le\ adv 
l mer*tt X'mer-dtN n [ME, fr. MF merite, fr. L mentum, fr. neuL of men- 
fur, pp. of merere to deserve, earn; akin to Gk metresthat to receive as 
onc s^ortion, meros part] (14c) 1 m obs : reward or purushment due 
b : inequalities or actions that constitute the basis of one s deserts c 


: a praiseworthy quality : virtue d : character or con 
reward, honor, or esteem: also : achievement 2 : 
held to be earned by performance of righteous acts an 
lure benefits lap/: the intrinsic nature of a legal c 
considerations of circumstance, jurisdiction, or procedi 
ual significance or justification 

hnerrt vt (1526) : to be worthy of or entitled or liable to 
obs : to be entitled to reward or honor 2 : deserve 
mer*Moc»ra^cy Vtmer-a-Ha-kra-seA n, pi -cies V merit 
(1958) 1 : a system in which the talented are chosen as 
on the basis of their achievement 2 : leadership seleci 
of intellectual criteria — mer»ttH>^rmt.|c Vmer-a-ta-'k; 
mer*tt<o*crmt Vmcr-a-ta-.kratX n (1960) chiefly Brit : a ; 
vances through a meritocratic system 

o-ri-oos yner-^dr-d-as. -*t6r-\ adj ( 15c) : desen 
i — mer.hto-ri«oas»ty adv — mer • i>to» ri*oas-nc 
„.. ... system n (1879) : a system by which appointme 
tions in the civil service are based on competence rath* 

favoritism 

'merle also merl \*mar(-a)I\ n [ME. fr. MF, fr. L meru 
oste blackbird. OHG amsla} (15c) : blackbird la 
Hnerie n [origin unknown] (1905) : a bluish or reddish t 
splotches of black that is the color of the coats of some 
mer-Un Vmar-lanV n [ME meriioun. fr. AF merilun. fr. 
aug. of esmeril, of Gmc origin; akin to OHG smiril o 
small compact Holarctic falcon (JFalco columbarius) wt 
dark terminal band on the tail and of which the uppt 
blue In males and dark brown in females — compare P 
Mer*Un Vmar-larA n [ML Sferlinus, fr. MW hfyrddin} 
magician in Arthurian legend 

mer4oa Xhnar-lanN n [F, fr. It merione, aug. of merto ba 
meruhis, fr. L, merle] (ca. 1704) : any of the solid in 
creneUations of a battlement — see BATTLEMENT illusi 

mer*lot \mer-H6\ it, often cap [F] (ca. 1941) : a dry red 
a widely grown grape orig. used in the Bordeaux, regie 

■BMHOtSEl Xhnar-tmadX n [ME mermayde, fr. mere sea ( 
maid — more at MARINE] (14c) : a fabled marine a 
head and upper body of a woman and the tail of a fish 

mer-mnn V.man, -man\ n (1601) : a fabled marine c: 
head and upper body of a man and the tail of a fish 

mero- comb form [ISV, fr. Gk. fr. meros part — more 
: partial <memblastic> 

mer Mas* tic \ < mer-d- , blas-tik\ adj [ISV] (1870) : cha 
complete cleavage as a result of the presence of a mass 
— compare holoblastic — mer«o-olns*d«csd.ly Vti 

mer«o-crine Vmer-a-kran, -Jcrln. -,kren\ adj [ISV, fr rru 
to separate — more at certain] (ca. 1905) : producing 
is discharged without major damage to the secretory 
duced by a merocrine gland 

mer*o-mor-pUc \ a mer-9- ( mdr-fik\ adj (ca. 1890) : reUt 
function of a complex variable that is analytic everyw 
except for sing ulari ties at each of which infinity is the ! 
which is contained in a neighborhood where the fun 
except for the singular point itself 
mcr-o-my*o*sin Vner-9- l mi-»-san\ n (1952) : either o 
subunits of myosin that are obtained esp. by tryptic da 
-meroos adj comb form [NL -merus, fr. Gk -meres, fr. r. 
MERIT) : having (such or so many) parts <dimerouy> 
Mer*o-vin-gftan Vner-a-Vin-j^-^nN adj (F merovingk 
vingi Merovingians, fr. Aferovaeus Mero wig f458 Fru 
the dynasty] (ca. 1694) : of or relating to tire first F 
reigning from about A-D. 500 to 751 — Merovtngia* 
mer«o*zo4te \«mer->-*z6- i It\ n [ISV, fr. mero- + zo- ♦ 
sporozoan trophozoite produced by schizogony that m 
a ting a new sexual or asexual cycle of development 
mer-ri*meftt Vmer-i-mantX n (15761 1 : lighthearUi 
making : hilarity 2 : a lively celebration or party a 
mer*ry \*mer-e\ adj mer*ri«er; -est [ME rnery, fr. « 
akin to OHG murg short — more at brief] (bef. I2cf 
ing pleasure : DBLIOHTFUL 2 : full of gaiety or higfi 
FUL 3 : marked by festivity or gaiety 4 : quick, if 
— mer-ri-ty Vmer-*-16\ adv — mer-ri»ness \ t mer-e-o. 
syn MERRY, buthb, jocund, jovial, jolly mean 
its or Ughtheartedness. merry suggests cheerful. jo> 
enjoyment of frolic or festivity <a merry group of r 
suggests carefree, innocent, or even heedless gaiety <s 
usual blithe way>. jocund stresses elation and exhfl. 
<singing. dancing, and jocund feasting>. jovial sugf 
tion of conviviality and good feUowship < dinner pat 
mood>. jolly suggests high spirits expressed in law 
and jesting <our jolly host enlivened the party). 
mer*ry-«nHirew Cmer-e> l an-( t )dru\ n. often cap MAA\ 
proper name] (1673) : a person who clowns P«Wggr 
mer*ry-«o-rourjd \*mcr-e-gd-»raund, -ga-\ n (\T&) „ 
park ride with seats often in the form of animals (at 
about a fixed center 2 : a cycle of activity that is r 
or difficult to break out of <the corporate — > 
Vmer-eSma-karX n (1827) : revb 

L.tng Vkirj\ it (1714) 1 : gay or festive i 

rrr 2 : a convivial occasion : FESTIVITY 
mer*ry*tboaght Vmer-e-,th6t\ n (1607) chiefly Bra i 
merry widow n. often cap MAfV[The Merry 
Franz Lehar] (1964) : a strapless corset or bu 
attached . 
Mer*tbiH>late \( 1 )m»r- l thi-3-»lat. -lat\ trademark - 
mes- or mew- comb form [L, fr. Gk. fr. mcsos — t 
: In the middle <mesocarp> 2 : intermediate (as a 
morph> <meson> w ... ft 

me-sn \»ma-»\ n [Sp, lit., table, fr. L mensa) (1759)j 
ly flat-topped natural elevation usu. more exte 
less extensive than a plateau; also : a broad « 
slope on one side : bench 


